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POLLYANNA OF MAGIC VALLEY 

Virginia May Moffitt 
This latest “Glad Book ” is by the author of Pollyanna at 
Six Star Ranch who so worthily and successfully carries on 
the great traditions of her predecessors in the writing of 
these stories. 7/6 net 


THE GREENLAND ADVENTURE 
George L. Procter 
An enthralling junior adventure novel in which four under- 


graduates find themselves on the trail of ex-Nazi leaders in 
Greenland. With colour frontispiece. 7/6 net 


TRUE DOG STORIES 
Lilian Gask & Eleanor Graham 
This edition of True Dog Stories contains ten new tales, 


which have the same endearing characteristics that made the 
original edition such a success. Jilustrated. 8/6 net 


AMELIARANNE’S MOVING - DAY 
Ethelberta Morris 
The latest addition to the famous “ Ameliaranne”’ series in 


which the little girl helps some friends on their moving-day 
expedition. 28 illustrations in full colour. 3/6 net 


WE FOUR AND THE KING’S TREASURE 
WE FOUR ON MOUSE ISLAND Noel Barr 


Lively exploits and four engaging youngsters make these 
two stories colourfully intimate to the reader. In the first 
the children get mixed up in a plot to steal the Crown 
Jewels, while in the second they solve a long-standing 
mystery. Fully illustrated. 5/- net 


GEORGE G. HARRAP & CO. LTD 
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Selected from our new catalogue of children’s books, a copy of 
which will be sent on application to: The Bodley Head Ltid., 
28, Little Russell Street, London, W.C.1. 


ROBB WHITE 
Sail Away 


A distinctive and well written story 
for young small boat lovers 
(11-14 years) 


M. E. ATKINSON 
Steeple Folly 


The last adventure of the 
‘Lockett’ children, one of the 
most famous families in juvenile 
literature. (11-14 years) 


FRANK CRISP 
The Haunted Reef 


Frank Crisp’s first boy’s book, The Sea Robbers, was recom- 
mended by the Junior Bookshelf. His new one is about pearl 
diving in the South Pacific. 

All these books are well illustrated. 8s. 6d. each 











The Adventures of Tommy 
Lillian Miozz 
Translated from the Italian by 
Rose Fyleman 


The delightful and instructive story of a 
cat who sails round the world and writes 
frequent letters home. 
Illustrated by Charlotte Hough 
(7-11 years) Cloth bound 5/- 





THE BODLEY HEAD 



























COLLINS 


a. 


MAGAZINE 
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


Some features in the November issue 


— SERIAL STORY — 
ROLAND PERTWEE 
— PLAY — 
NOEL STREATFEILD 


With hints on how to make your own costumes, 
scenery and lighting effects. 
— ARTICLE — 
G. B. STERN on Robert Louis Stevenson 


This and a photo-feature of stills from the film 
Treasure Island commemorate the centenary 
of Robert Louis Stevenson’s birth. 


— BOOK CLUB — 
Reviews, Authors’ Album, Competition, Quiz, 
Book Reviews by children. 

ASK YOUR NEWSAGENT TO DELIVER MONTHLY 

or send 26s. for one year’s subscription (including postage) 


to Collins Magazine, 14 St James’s Place, London, S.W.1 
Specimen copy will be sent free on application. 





























COLLINS 


NOVELS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
Joan Selby-Lowndes 


NIGHT HAWK. A _ highwayman 
mystery in which some of the charac- 
ters of Mail Coach reappear, written 
with a sure sense of the period. 


Illustrated. 8s. 6d. 





Joan Hallett 


THE BUCKING CHESTNUT. Writ- 
ten by a girl of sixteen for all pony 
lovers—especially those unfortunate 


enough not to possess one of their own. 


Illustrated. 8s. 6d. 


Kathleen Mackenzie 
THANKS TO MISS WINTER. After 


meeting the Grenville children and 
becoming involved in an intrigue which 
they were investigating, Miss Winter’s 
holiday proves more adventurous than 


she had expected. Illustrated. 8s. 6d. 


Magdalen Eldon 


BUMBLE. For younger children. 
Thestory of ahoney-coloured Pekinese, 
illustrated in colour on every page by 
the author. 6s. 
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Portrait of 
MRS. SPRIGGS 


by 
GEORGE DOWNS 


Illustrator of 


THE ADVENTURES 
OF 
CHUNKY 


by 
Leila Berg 


Chunky is the only child of scientist parents who 
sometimes go off together to measure bees’ tongues or 
sit in baths of cold water. On these occasions Chunky 
has to be left behind, but he never fusses about this; 
for one thing his mother always leaves him rather 
special lunches, with each course wrapped up in 
coloured paper; and besides, his friend Mike is nearly 
always at hand to share the meal and any possible 
adventures, none of which would be quite such fun 
without the participation of their friend, Mrs. Spriggs. 
Good humour, common sense and an infectious gaiety 

of text and illustration mark this 
Js: 6d. net as an unusual book for children. 
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Just published 





The Sign of the Alpine Rose 
by 
MALCOLM 


SAVILLE 


The Jillies spend their holiday among 
the glorious mountains of Austria, and 
discover a mystery that leads them 
into their most thrilling adventure 


of all. 


Previous adventures were told in 
Redshank’s Warning, Two Fair Plaits, 
and Strangers at Snowfell. 7s. 6d. each. 


Lutterworth Press 





















Good News for the Children! 
MORE PEEPSHOW BOOKS 


The outstanding success of Cinderella and Goldilocks is being 
repeated by the two new Peepshows— 


Orlando’s Country Peepshow 
by Kathleen Hale, 4 Scenes. 5s. 


Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves 


by ‘Ionicus’. 6 Scenes. 7s. 6d. 


BROWN BURROWS BOOKS 


The first two titles have just appeared in this enchanting new 
series, with stories by Dorothy Clewes and illustrations by 
Patricia Turner 


Henry Hare’s Boxing Match 
Henry Hare’s Earthquake 


Each 64 pages, with 18 full colour plates. 3s. 6d. 


CUT-OUT BOOKS 


These ingenious new books by H. A. Rey require no scissors— 
the gaily-coloured animals and characters can be pressed free 
of the page by the fingers 


A Christmas Manger 
The Story of Uncle Gus’s Circus 3s. 6d. 


CHATTO 





GS WINDUS 
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Just Published 
ELIZABETH GORELL 
The Captured Stream 


It is difficult, indeed, to find an entirely new 
kind of plot for a children’s story. Elizabeth 
Gorell has done so in this tale for the six-to- 
eight year olds. 


Illustrated by Astrid Walford 7s 6d 


JAMES REEVES 
The Wandering Moon 


One of today’s most successful poets has now 
written his first book of verse for children. 
In these sparkling poems the normal and the 
unexpected, the gay and the serious, fantasy 
and observation, alternate with the rapidity 
of a child’s moods. The pictures, one of which 
is reproduced below, are by Evadné Rowan. 6s 





Seniailp Published 
STEPHEN FENNIMORE 
Bush Voyage 


“ Fresh, spacious, carefree, characterised by 
the child’s enormous matter-of-fact interest 
in people, animals, landscapes and machines. 
The plot is lively and satisfying °—Times 
Literary Supplement 8s 6d 
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WARNE’S 
Selection of Exciting New Books 


LESLIE BROOKE'S 
JOHNNY CROW’S NEW GARDEN 
This extremely popular children’s book by the world- 
famous author-illustrator is again available after being 
out-of-print for a number of years. The illustrations— 
colour and line—by Mr. Leslie Brooke are of a high order. 
No one completely dominates the drawings, and you can 
always notice quaint things happening in the background. 
Paper boards, cloth spine. Size 8} x 6} ins. 6s. net 


Johnny Crow’s Party Johnny Crow’s Garden 
Johnny Crow’s New Garden 

A new edition of these three famous books in a slightly 
reduced size, and price. Leslie Brooke is without doubt 
one of the greatest and best loved children’s author-illus- 
trators. Each book contains 8 plates in colour and many 
line drawings throughout the very amusing text. 

Picture boards. Size 7 x 5} ins. 3s. 6d. net each 


SUNBEAM STORIES 
Re-told by CONSTANCE WOODHEAD 
Rumpelstiltskin Thumbelina 
Snow White and Dick Whittington 
Rose Red Snow White and the 
The Little Red Hen Seven Dwarfs 
These six familiar fairy stories are ideal for very young 
children. Specially written in simple language and print- 
ed in clear type. Enchantingly illustrated with colour and 
line drawings. 1s. 6d. net each 


THE STORY OF THREE LITTLE DUCKLINGS 

By CONSTANCE WOODHEAD 
Duggie was shy, Dandy was smart, and Dulcie lived next 
door, A charming story of the three ducklings and two 
birthday presents. Profusely illustrated in colour by Mary 
B. Robinson. A delightful addition to the famous “ Pretti- 
mouse Series ’’— The Story of Mr. Prettimouse, The Story of 

Timothy Twitter, The Story of Sammy ‘Sticklepin. 
3s. 6d. net each 

KANGAROO COOLAROO 

By LYDIA S. ELIOTT 

This well-written tale tells the adventures of a tiny 
kangaroo. An appealing and informing story which serves 
as a good introduction to the wild life of the Australian 
bush. Illustrated with line drawings. 6s. net 


Detailed catalogue available 


FREDERICK WARNE & CO. LTD. 
1, BEDFORD COURT, LONDON, W.C2 
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FAIRIES OF THE 
FLOWERS AND TREES 


Cicely M. Barker 
By the Wayside, In the Garden, 


and Trees. With 72 delightful col- 
oured pictures. Cloth. 8s. 6d. net 


Girls Age 9-15 


ALISON’S EASTER BIRDS OF HILL, MOOR AND 
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MARSH 
Sheila Stuart 5s. 6d. net Eric Tansley. Illustrated in 


PENELOPE’S PREFECTS colour and in black and 
Judith Carr 5s, net white 3s. 6d. net 


SEVEN IN SWITZERLAND BRITISH WILD ANIMALS 


M. E. Allan 5s. net Isobel St. Vincent. Illustra- 


ted in colour and in black 
THE TWO P’s and white by Helen Hey- 
Doris Pocock 4s. 6d. net wood 3s. 6d. net 


Boys Age 9-15 


DAVID CAMERON’S THE MYSTERY OF NIX 
ADVENTURES HALL 


G. F. Clark 5s. net Percy F. Westerman 5s, net 


* 
“BOOKS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS” 


Illustrated Catalogue now available 


BLACKIE & SON, LIMITED 
66, CHANDOS PLACE - LONDON, W.C.2. 
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PAMELA BROWN 
To be a 


Ballerina 


The author of those ever 
popular books, The Swish of 
the Curtain, Golden Pave- 
ments, Maddy Alone and 
Blue Door Venture, now 
presents a new book of stories 
which will delight all boys 
and girls. Jilustrated 7s 6d 


“Uniform Edition of John Buchan 


Here are John Buchan’s fourteen novels in a delightful 
Uniform Edition priced at only 4s 6d each, and eminently 
suitable for the school library. 


NEW EDITIONS OF SOME STANDARD FAVOURITES 


Our Island Story Our Empire Story 
H. E. MARSHALL, With H. E. MARSHALL. With 
30 coloured illustrations by many coloured illustrations 
A. S. Forrest, 15s by J. R. Skelton. 15s 


Scotland’s Story 
H. E. MARSHALL. With 20 coloured illustrations by J. R. 
Skelton, J. Hassell and Shaw Crompton. 


Let’s Go Cycling 


R. G. SHAW. Anyone who 
wants to get the most fun and 
the best service out of his 
machine should read _ this 
book. The author tells how 
to choose a bicycle, how to 
use it to the best advantage, 
and how to enjoy cycling. 
Describes trips and tours—at 
home and abroad—which all 
young cyclists will long to 
share. Illustrated 7s 64 


NELSON 
Parkside - Edinburgh 
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Dent’s New Stories for Children 
Roly’s Dogs KITTY BARNE 


Training the dog-characters tor her uncie Roly’s dramatic dog-film, 
Thirza, heroine of the author’s Bracken, My Dog, provides another 
fascinating story. Illustrated by ALICE MOLONY. 

Large cr. 8vo. (October 19.) 8s. 6d. net 


The Cave RICHARD CHURCH 
A new «ale of an expedition stealthily planned by five boys, and the 
thrilling test of character, endurance, and discipline to which it led them. 
Tlustrated by CLARKE HUTTON. (October 5.) 8s. 6d. net 


The Seventh Pig PATRICIA LYNCH 
A collection of nineteen Irish fairy stories, and each one a delight, by the 
author of the much-loved King of the Tinkers, etc. With 30 pages of 
line drawings by |} SULLIVAN. (October 19.) 8s. 6d. net 


The Secret Fortress JOYCE REASON 
By the author of Bran the Bronze-Smth. ‘Of a higher order than much 
juvenile fiction to-day . . . a story of the Norman conquest.’ The Times 
Literary Supplement. Frontispiece in colour and 25 drawings by 
S. VAN ABBE. R.B.A. (Ready.) 8s. 6d. net 
































ASKEWS OF PRESTON 


The firm whose reputation stands second 
to none as suppliers of library books for young 
people of all ages. 


Large and varied selection. Immense 
stocks, spacious showrooms. Inspection 
cordially invited. 


JAMES ASKEW & SON, LTD. 
CORPORATION ST. — PRESTON 
TEx. 5049 
































IMPORTANT 





Children’s Librarians will welcome 
the news that the 


LITTLE GOLDEN BOOKS 


of which millions of copies have been 
sold throughout the world in the past 
four years will now be 


published 


in Britain 


This series for young children has no 
equal for well-written texts, delightful 
illustrations in full colour, attractive 
production, strong binding and low 


price. 


The first twelve titles will be 


ready this year. 


Gaston & Josephine 


The Wonderful 
House 


The Lively Little 
Rabbit 

Little Yip Yip & 
His Bark 
Duck & His Friends 


28 pp. 


FREDERICK 


2/- net 


The Colour Kittens 
Baby’s House 

The Little Trapper 
What am I? 

A Name for Kitty 

The Happy Man & 


His Dump Truck 
The Jolly Barnyard 
8" X 6R” 


MULLER 
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The New Books 


FOR CHILDREN UNDER TEN 


Berc, L. The adventures of Chunky. Illus. by George 
Downs. 196 pp. 8} X 53. / ; Oxford 7/0 


Chunky is a quite exceptionally nice boy, and his adven- 
tures make up one of the few really funny books for children. 
The humour derives from a perfectly straight-faced narration of 
absurdities, fantastic enough but all firmly based on ordinary 
life and recognisable characters. Of these several are likely to 
become established favourites, none more than Mrs. Spriggs, 
the amiable widow with a wide range of Cockney interjections. 
Chunky himself is the son of scientists, who are too busy 
sitting in baths of ice in order to help shipwrecked sailors, to 
enter much into the stories, and he knows enough about science 
himself to get into some remarkable scrapes. Of all these, I 
like best the typewriter which grew a beard and had to be 
shaved by Joe the Barber. 

Miss Berg is new to me, but after meeting Chunky I 
desire her better acquaintance. A book which has personality, 
rich characterization, and an urbane style, is a rarity indeed, 
and I hope it will be read widely by parents as well as child- 
ren. It is produced pleasantly and illustrated with charm and 
spirit. 

M, 8S. Crouch. 


Brooks, W. F. Freddy the detective. Illus, by 
Geoffrey Higham. 188 pp. 5 X 73. Bodley Head 7/6 
Unlike Mr. Orwell in Animal Farm Mr. Brooks writes 
of a good old American homestead where the animals live in 
complete amity with their farmer, Mr. Bean. As in Animal 
Farm, however, we witness the superior intelligence of the pig. 
Earlier “ Freddy” books have been given deservedly high 
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praise. This latest book of the series matches its predecessors 
in liveliness and gaiety. Having read The Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes Freddy sets up as an investigator. He is 
immediately involved in a set of curious cases, An American 
idiom gives a certain piquancy to the story; in particular the 
dialogue is a joy. Altogether we must be grateful to Walter 
Brooks for having provided so pleasing an addition to the mus- 
ter of American books which have found a place in the hearts 
of English children. 


J. B. Ferguson. 


Ciewes, D, Henry Hare's boxing match. Lllus. by 
P. W. Turner. 64 pp. 54 X 4 boards. Chatto 3/6 


The publishers announce this book as the first of a new 
series. Of the many books stemming from Beatrix Potter 
this is above the average, the pictures particularly so, These con- 
trive to give the little animals a good deal of character and 
show imagination and considerable artistic ability. The stories 
have an air of reality and are sufficiently suggestive of human 
merits and frailties to be related by the child to his everyday 
experiences, 

H.J.B.W. 


Du Bois, W. P. The twenty-one balloons. Illus. by 
the author. 180 pp. 94 X 6. ; ; Hale 10/6 


This is certainly the most remarkable book for children 
this year. The young artist, one of the few prodigies who have 
preserved their talents in adult life, has written and illustrated 
a story of fantastic adventure which has some of the nightmare 
quality of Miinchausen but which has a queer sanity of its own. 
There is in the narrative and the drawings alike a crazy logic 
which is reminiscent of Heath Robinson’s mechanical wonders. 

Set in the balloon age of the nineteenth century, the story 
describes the adventures of Professor Shearman, a disillusioned 
American schoolteacher who, to escape the tedium of the class- 
room, sails a giant balloon over the Pacific, lands on the island 
of Krakatoa, and is a witness of the stupendous explosion in 
which that notorious island blows up. The description of life 
on the island, under the benevolent rule of the Restaurant 
Government, has no parallel in children’s literature. The 
dazed reader is compelled to agree that the book thoroughly 
deserved its Newberry Medal. 
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Is it a children’s book ? The safest verdict is that some 
children, like some adults, will love its absurdity, its humour 
and its essential seriousness. It is certainly a_ very 
queer book, from which gleams a vein of genius. The exact 
description of fantastic inventions, which would undoubtedly 
work if anyone were crazy enough to make them, will appeal 
‘to children, as will the restrained, mannered prose, which 
narrates in so sober a fashion the vast improbabilities of the 
story. 

Few books have so successfully matched story and picture. 
The numerous illustrations are not only most beautiful in them- 
selves but also exact and illuminating interpretations of the 
story. The production is worthy of the quality of this remark- 
able book, in which fantasy, invention and high adventure are 
so happily blended. 


M. S. Crouch. 


GorELt, E. The captured stream. Illus. by Astrid 
Walford. 105 pp. 8 X 5. . , Heinemann 7/6 


Lady Gorell’s new tale is about two children who so love 
the Devon stream by which they spend their holidays that they 
put it into a barrel and take it home with them. The story is 


not without humour, but the treatment lacks vitality. I could 
have wished for more positive characters and livelier invention. 
For all that, the book will give some pleasure. It is well design- 
ed and printed, but Miss Walford’s illustrations, in reproduc- 
tion at least, are rather insipid. 
M. S. Crouch. 
Kastner, E. Lottie and Lisa. Illus. by Walter 
Trier. 155 pp. 8 X 54. ; : : Cape 7/6 


Lottie and Lisa, meeting at a holiday camp, discover that 
they resemble one another to an uncanny degree. ‘They are 
intelligent children and do not take long to discover that they 
are twin sisters, separated through the breakdown of their 
parents’ marriage. How they set about repairing the breach 
makes a joyous, hilarious and pathetic story, told with that 
deceptively casual manner which is Mr. Kastner’s own. _ 

The author deals effectively, in parenthesis, with the ob- 
jectors who regard divorce as a subject unfit for a children’s 
book, but indeed the story itself is its own defence. Here is 
the glow of living colours. The twin heroines are recognisable 
and lovable children, and their story has humour and suspense. 
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Even the least character is a defined persona.ity, happily cap- 
tured by Trier in illustrations which are no less successful than 
those he did for Emil, I think that few children will resist the 
appeal of this book, and that readers will gain from it the joy 
of a delightful story and an understanding of some of the per- 
plexities of this bewildering world. 

An English writer might well have turned the pathos into 
sentimental mawkishness. How Mr. Kastner does it I know 
not—it is the secret of his art—but his deft, sympathetic and 
nonchalant manner makes us accept without embarrassment the 
affectionate and intimate tone of the narrative, into which he 
does not hesitate to draw the reader. I have perhaps said 
enough to indicate how deeply I have enjoyed this book, which 
tackles so gallantly a difficult subject and which introduces so 
courageous and endearing a pair of characters. I hope it will 
enjoy the same success as Emil, for in its own way it is as mem- 
orable and enduring an achievment. 

M. S. Crouch. 


Mircuison, N. The big house. 169 pp. 84 X 54. 
Faber 9/6 
I should like to think that children would read this strange 


story, would get entangled in the good magic, and go right along 
to the end of the strange adventures which befell Su of the 
big house, and Winkie, village boy, and thereafter be inspired 
to dream a little over it and to catch a glimpse at last of the 
meaning behind it all. Some children certainly will, and for 
them it may prove a great, perhaps a vital experience, leaving 
something permanent behind, for it is a notable book which 
cannot have been undertaken lightly, nor intended merely to 
pass an idle hour. 

It is a fairy story, and as in all good fairytales the thread 
of truth and wisdom, fruit of lifelong experience. runs glinting 
through the magic. The fantasy is lightly spun, and Su and 
Winkie are warmly human, and alive. The actuality of war- 
time life is well pictured and that opening scene stays vividly 
with the reader right through the book. Yet the strange road 
the children are to travel emerges convincingly also, out of the 
mists—the mists of time. By a series of backward leaps in 
time, the author sends the boy and girl forth to meet each other, 
always as Big House and village boy, at different periods of 
history. Through the centuries the social pattern changes and 
swings. Sometimes the Big House carries Su arrogantly over the 
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village boy’s head. There is suffering and great wrongs are 
done, but further back still another freedom enters into their 
relationship and the boy has the centre of the stage. —They come 
back to the present at last with a new understanding of each 
other arising from the magic experience of their common past. 
The discerning reader will certainly want to find the 
inner meaning, but it would be no recommendation to young 
readers to point that first. ‘To them I believe it should be 
given simply as an unusually good tale of magic and strange 
adventures which are exciting and enthralling, and yet have a 

strongly human story holding them together. 
Eleanor Graham 


Reeves, J. The wandering moon. Illus. by E. 
Rowan. 74 pp. 8 X 5}. . ; Heinemann 6/- 


Much good poetry has been written especially for children 
and much first-class adult poetry (if it can be so described) will 
for ever capture the hearts and minds of the young. To-day 
when the hazardous position of poetry and the poet is the 
subject for serious discussion the critic is more than usually 
unwilling to discourage the poet who is trying to write for 
children. Yet Mr. Reeves does not seem wholly happy in these 
rhymes. It may be that he has tried too hard to please and 
has strayed too far from the content and form of expression 
which has earned him praise from other poets. There is a 
suggestion of writing down, and some of the humorous verses 
do not quite come off. From fifty verses with a wide variety 
of subject, style and mood the child can make his own 
selection. 

Lorna Lewis 
Rey, M. Spotty. Pretzel. Both illus. by H. A. Rey 
32 pp. 84 X 63 boards. . , Folding Books 4/- 


. Rey is one of the most exuberant of the makers of picture 
books, with a fertile humour and a lively sense of colour. 
Connoisseurs will remember his pre-war study in heredity— 
Zebrology. In these two little books, he is provided by his wife 
with stories which are as good as such things usually are. Spotty 
is about a rabbit who becomes an outcast because he is covered 
with brown spots. The theme of Pretze/ is the protracted 
courtship, as lengthy as the suitor, of an exceptionally elongated 
dachshund. The pictures are very much better than the story, 
which, in the case of Spotty, is so long that the printers have 
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had to use an unreasonably small type. When good picture 
books are so rare, books like this are particularly welcome, 
and it seems regrettable that with their flimsy make-up and 
paper-board covers, they are rather expensive. 


M. S. Crouch. 


SWINNERTON, F. The cats and Rosemary: Illus. by 
Fritz Wegner. 143 pp. 8 X 5. H. Hamilton 7/6 


This, I fancy must be Mr. Swinnerton’s first book for 
children. It has all the charm and sympathy of his writing, 
with no more condescension than one expects, although it might 
have been reasonable to ask for more competent construction 
from a professional novelist. The book goes on for a time and 
them stops. There is no suspense and no climax. 

Mr. Swinnerton knows a great deal about cats, and he 
manages not to become too sentimental over them. ‘They all 
stand out as individuals, and Buchie, an elderly and wicked 
‘heroine,’ is a most memorable character. Rosemary herself is 
less happily drawn; she is perhaps a shade too sweet. For the 
rest, I enjoyed the book and think that girls will get real pleas- 
ure from it. 

I suppose that every artist who draws cats has served a 
spiritual apprenticeship with Miss Newberry, and no one is 
likely to suffer from it. Mr. Wegner’s cats have charm and 
vitality, and his humans are no more unconvincing than one 
expects from an animal-artist. This is altogether a pleasantly 
designed and produced book. 

M. S. Crouch. 
Urtiey, A. Macduff. Illus. by A. E. Kennedy. 
142 pp. 8 X 5. : ; . . Faber 7/6 


This must have been a labour of love, the author’s tribute 
to a beloved little Scottie, no longer in this world. All Scotties 
are more than mere dogs to their owners and these vivid 
reminiscences will delight many who have owned or semi- 
adopted other members of the clan and recognise with joy the 
fun and antics common to those game little Presbyterian dogs ! 
The pictures, too, are likely to evoke pleasant memories and 
are excellent. Yet, alas it has to be said, there comes all too 
soon a moment, beyond which the ordinary reader will have 
difficulty in following the author with any comfort, for the 
actuality which is so charming gives place to fantasy which 
does not genuinely touch the heart. Macduff’s whispering 
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against his mistress’s shoulder jars badly against the lively 
reality of Macduff and his ball, Macduff “helping” with 
the housework or “ gurling ” at the gate to keep out “ dragons.” 
1 fancy others besides myself will wish that fantasy had been 

kept out of this otherwise delightful book. 
Eleanor Graham 

Urt ey, A. The Cobbler’s shop. Illus. by I. 

Hawkins. 167 pp. 8 X 5. ‘ é Faber 7/6 


In her least inspired moments Mrs. Uttley still retains 
some of the qualities which infuse her best work. Without 
apparent effort she can lovingly recreate the country scene, 
indoors, and out, with exactitude and in minutest detail. Noth- 
ing is too trifling for memory or for description and her delicate 
artistry is so precise and well-balanced that her background 
seldom obtrudes yet always seems essential and adequate. With 
a touch she can bring the fairy world into the closest relation- 
ship with the material one—she can evoke the beauty and magic 
latent in the simplest and most commonplace objects and 
incidents and seen through her eyes the sheerest fancy takes on 
the garb of sober and believable truth. 

And though the stories in this collection are unequal in 
merit and in some the author seems hesitating, even fumb- 
ling in her approach, in others her genuine inspiration shines 
out like a star and with sure hand she builds up her story, each 
thought precise and each image clear-cut and perfectly wrought. 
The last four stories in this volume and The Little Iron 
Bedstead appeal most to me, but no doubt even the less out- 
standing ones will be read with pleasure by, or to, many little 
girls. 

E.R.W. 


FOR CHILDREN FROM TEN TO FOURTEEN 


ALLAN, M. E. Seven in Switzerland. Illus. 224 pp. 
74 X «5.z : ; ; Blackie 5/- 
Jacklin, the heroine of this book, is an orphan, doomed to 
live with a family of hearty cousins in Manchester. An uncle, 
who lives in Paris, sends her to Switzerland at his own ex- 
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pense to live in a chalet at Kandersteg. Here five other child- 
ren, Swiss, American, English and Italian, have been dumped 
for various reasons, never precisely explained, in the care of 
an efficient widow. All is gaiety and sunlight; Manchester 
of rain and blue mackintoshes and general ugliness is far 
behind. The shy unhappy, ‘ soft’ child develops into a girl of 
character with a confident smile with which to face her world. 
It is an unpretentious story, simply and nearly always well- 
told. The author attempts only what is completely within 
her scope and so, without effort, succeeds. Obviously she knows 
the Swiss background, as seen by a visitor; it is a coloured 
picture postcard of peasant costumes, carved bears, cherry-jam 
and rolls, flowers and snowy peaks, and no doubt the young 
reader will look enviously longing to make an eighth at the 
chalet. The illustrations are trite. 

P. Whitlock. 


Atian, M. E. Everyday Island. 224 pp. 5 X 73. 


Museum Press 6/- 


There is a tendency, whenever a holiday adventure is set 
“amongst the farthest Hebrides,” to invoke seals, second-sight, 


islands, ruined castles, sheilings and all the other props which go 
to make up what might be called Heather Mixture. “ Every- 
day Island ” contains all these ingredients in fairly liberal doses. 
The way the story is going to shape is only too obvious in the 
frontispiece where we see the local “ clan,” sun-browned and 
carelessly dressed staring implacably at some over-dressed 
Sassenach children lately disembarked from the steamer. One 
guesses that there will be friction and that the antagonism will 
be resolved in the fact of some greater danger which will 
exhibit to each party the (previously concealed) virtues of the 
other. This of course, is exactly what happens. ‘There are 
some weak points in the narrative, but just the same it flows 
along pleasantly enough to its appointed end. The character 
of Frances MacDonald is of interest and at times the atmos- 
phere of the West Highland harbours and shipping is convinc- 
ing enough to bring nostalgic longings to an exiled Scot. 

J. B. Ferguson. 


Bow .er, S. W. Photography “ed ~ and girls. Illus. 
94 pp. 9 X 64. , , E.U.P. 


This latest ehitien: to we Junior Teach Yourself series 
is a simple exposition of what is a deceptively simple art. It 
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is indeed the simplest thing in the world to take a photograph 
and to develop the film and produce prints. As often as not 
the result will pass muster. But the results gained by the 
novice, except for his ‘ beginners luck’ will be much less 
satisfactory than they might be. 

This book points out the very simple precautions by the 
exercise of which many failures will be avoided. In short, 
it explains the elements of the job, the briefest scientific prin- 
ciples, the limitations of a simple type of camera and it also 
describes very briefly the possibilities of the more elaborate. In 
addition it suggests the intriguing possibilites that are available 
for more experienced workers. 

H.J.B.W. 


Boy’s World. Illus. 576 pp. 7} X 54. 
Blackie 8/6 
A very good book of its kind. It contains forty articles 
on a wide variety of topics of the sort likely to interest boys. 
They are divided into sections on Sport, Science, Nature, 
Exploration and Travel, with a miscellaneous group on subjects 
ranging from, for instance, Listening to Music, to an article on 
racing pigeons. ; 
Within such limits interesting material of some kind shoul 
be available to any boy, whatever his tastes. Furthermore, on 
those matters of which this reviewer is competent to judge the 
information is accurately and clearly presented, and the reader 
treated with courtesy, as an intelligent person to whom there 
is no need to talk down. It is not always so with books of this 
type. 
The book is well and clearly illustrated where necessary, 
and it should make a most popular school library book. 
S. Revill 


CuurcH, R. The Cave. Ulus. by Clarke Hutton. 


181 pp. 74 X 5. Dent 8/6 
The apparent simplicity of conception in this story is 
deceptive. Although there are only five main characters and 
the whole story occupies only one day and treats of nothing 
more dramatic than the exploration of a cave, the entrance to 
which is found accidentally by one of the boys, yet the book 
is a closely woven, well considered entity, satisfying in every 
respect. 
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The author obviously knows at the beginning exactly what 
course his story is meant to take and how he intends to portray 
his team of explorers. As an instance of the needs and difficul- 
ties of combined operations he contrives to introduce five very 
diverse types of boys, whose individualities do much to make 
or mar their exploit. To an adult, Alan’s reactions may 
sometimes seem exaggerated, but it must be remembered that 
he is only a boy and egoism and exaggeration are natural to his 
type of character. The resilience with which, on the slightest 
encouragement, he forgets his lapses and immediately resumes 
his swaggering pose as leader is particularly in character. 

The book has none of the hackneyed appeal of the usual 
boys’ thriller but the story is credible, exciting and interesting. 
Older boys and those girls who like boys’ books will find here 
a story worth the efforts of attention and concentration which 
it demands from them. 


E.R.W. 


Crisp, F. The haunted reef. IUllus. by A. K. Lee. 
231 pp. 74 X 5. , ‘ : Bodley Head 8/6 


The author’s verses, entitled “The Diver” at the begin- 
ning of the book, set the scene for adventures among the coral 
reefs and gloomy depths of the South Pacific Ocean. I imagine 
Mr. Crisp has had some experience of diving, since he knows 
the technicalities of the job, and gives a vivid impression of 
the eerie loneliness which must be felt by a man searching 
wreckage thirty or forty fathoms deep. The mystery of the 
handcuffed castaway, the wrecked cargo-liner, and the “sea- 
devil,” with evil men hunting the young hero and his cousin 
around the seas, make an exciting tale for boys of 12-15, while 
there is a touch of “ Prester John” about the fanatical Captain 
Peake and his treasure at the end. 


The style is that of a man of action who has seen some- 
thing of the wonders of the Pacific; the illustrations, mostly 
chapter headings, are sometimes gruesome, and rather too 
heavily shaded. A book for the “ tough guy” rather than for 
the sensitive boy. 


M.E.E. 
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Feist, A. High Barbary. 223 pp. 9 X_ 54. 


Heinemann 8/6 


Often enough in these pages complaint has been made 
that writers are disposed to neglect character for a multiplica- 
tion of incident—imagining perhaps that a fine hurly-burly will 
sweep young readers along in a torrent of action, and thereby, 
I believe, greatly wronging the more alert ones, who after all 
have a keen sense of reality. 

It is therefore pleasant to be able to comment on a book 
in which an attempt has been made to create people who really 
are alive. 

High Barbary is superficially yet another treasure hunt, 
though set in an unusual period, the mid 19th century, and in 
an unusual place, Algeria. The book has plenty of excitement 
in the events which involve the two heroes in an effort to 
prevent a last Mohammedan Holy War, and which carry them 
from Rye in Sussex to a dangerous escape from the sinister 
Tower of Hooks in the Algerian hinterland. It has likewise 
its absurdities, and the telling is uneven, though occasionally 
felicitous in description. But what chiefly distinguishes the tale 
is the author’s effort to make his characters live in their own 
right. His Mr. Calamance, for instance, has style. He is a 
villain with a difference, and deserves better than to have to 
disappear from view on a farcical note. Some of the miner 
figures too have real individuality. 

Altogether this is a book to which many young readers 
will return with delight. 

S. Revill 


Gass, R. & McGrecor, R. J. The musical detec- 
tives. Illus. by V. Sweet; 1 photograph. 147 pp. 
8x 5}... ‘ : ‘ . ‘ O.U.P. 7/6 


It was a surprise to find R. J. McGregor, of whom one 
usually thinks as a writer of holiday adventure stories, turning 
his hand to writing on music. We are told that he and Miss 
Gass have considerable experience in teaching music, and one 
can imagine that they would bring the subject to life for their 
pupils. 

This is a pleasant little book, with clear and amusing 
line illustrations and a frontispiece showing old musical instru- 
ments. The musical boy or girl of 11 and upwards will like 
it, but those who are encouraged by the title and the book 
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jacket to think that here is a tale of adventure and mystery will 
be disappointed. It is an attempt to “ sugar the pill” by dis- 
guising musical history as a story in which two children make 
friends with a jolly old Doctor of Music from Holland. There 
is a useful list of gramophone records at the end, and if the 
children are persuaded by the story to try some of them, the 
book may well open the door to a lasting pleasure. 

M.E.E. 


The Girl’s World. Mlus. 576 pp. 7} X 5. Blackie 8/6 
The forerunner of this volume was The Girls’ Companion 
edited by M. A. Carson, and published by Blackie in 1947. 
Libraries should possess both books, as many new subjects— 
youth hostelling, first aid, ballet, and lives of travellers, for 
instance—are covered, and the chapters on interests and hobbies 
previously dealt with have been re-written. There is a chapter 
on the organization of the Library Service—a happy thought 
in this Centenary Year. We are assured that “ contributors are 
experts in their subjects,” but although there are some well- 
known names here—Primrose Cumming, G. D. Fisher, Gladys 
Davidson and others—many of the authors are unfamiliar. 
This is not to decry their contributions, however; each subject 
is dealt with in a practical manner which should appeal to older | 
girls. Four coloured plates and many line drawings add to the 
usefulness of the volume. 
The Boys’ World comes from the same publishers extend- 
ing the scope of the previous Boys’ Companion. 
M. E. Ellis. 
Huxtas_e, G. African Boy. Illus. by the author. 
254 pp. 74 X5. ; : ; Methuen 8/6 
Sedi, the African boy, is an orphan who works in a gold 
mine. He comes under the influence of the village witch- 
doctor, and to escape him, runs away. We follow his many 
adventures until eventually he is struck down by a fever and 
in delirium slips out of the evil man’s clutches. He begins a 
new life, is apprenticed to a carpenter and starts going to 
school. 
The book is full of fascinating detail of work and scene. 
The sights and sounds of the gold mine, and the fauna and 
flora of the wider spaces of the country are vividly shown. 
The native characters are admirable; we see the way they live 
and begin to understand the way they think; overhear their 
very tones of voice; share their traditions and taboos, their sud- 
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den uncontrolled excitements and fears. But with all this, it 
is a puzzling book. Behind the African landscape and the 
personal story there appear to be contradictory trains of 
thought. Firstly it might seem that education, opening like 
an exciting flower in brand new soil, gradually defeats the old 
superstitions, reducing them to nonsensical spells and old men 
juggling with bits of stone. At the same time, Zopano’s 
evil appears to have a very definite effect on his victim, produc- 
ing in Sedi a fever from which he nearly dies. What will a 
child reader make of it ? A puzzling book indeed, but a book 
written from real knowledge. 
The illustrations are good, an example of close and accur- 
ate linking of picture and text. 
P. Whitlock. 


Jeremy, R. The Gale brought adventure. 173 pp. 

7 aX... 2 ; Cassell 7/6 
When Roger Hammett’s ‘mother, who kept a boarding 
house at Scar Bay, took in Jonathan Stagmoor as a lodger, 
adventure began for Roger and his two friends, Douglas and 
Ted. A wrecked ketch, the boarding of it by Roger Hammett, 
and the unexpected glimpse he got of Mr. Stagmoor furtively 
searching the Captain’s abandoned cabin—the ‘ borrowing’ of 
Lucy Yule’s boat, the Roxana—news of an escaped convict— 
these provide excitement and suspense. The scene is well set, 
the situation develops rapidly, and the story comes right up to 
our keenest anticipations. Lively in the telling, it is just right 
for young adventurers who do not ask for too many complica- 

tions in the search for hidden treasure. 
Lorna Lewis 


Lownpes, J. S- Night Hawk. Illus. by the author. 
318 pp. 7} X 5. ‘ : Collins 8/6 
One of the notice -able merits of this story of a highwayman 
is that the evil doer is a thoroughly objectionable and unpleas- 
ant character, rather than the dashing Dick Turpin of 
glamorous legend He is not even remarkably brave and 
terrifying and no young reader is likely to finish the story with 
a sneaking sympathy for him. This concern for truth sets the 
standard for a carefully conceived and colourfully drawn period 
piece, with many excitements but a sure background of daily 

life. 
E.R.W. 
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McCuttocn, D. Cornish mystery. Illus. by Robert 

Lumley. 160 pp. 5 X 74. Sidgwick & Jackson 6/- 
I must confess to some disappointment here. ‘“ Uncle 
Mac” has for so long been synonymous with the highest of 
standards in broadcasting and in other fields that I was some- 
what dismayed to find that Cornish Mystery should be so 
commonplace as far as format is concerned. The illustrations 
are rather crude and melodramatic. Turning to style I find 
that not only do the bad hats use the word “ contacted ”—that 
much might be expected of them—but it also appears in the 
narrative. Like its predecessor, Cornish Adventure, the book 
under review makes the most of its West-Country setting. 
There is in addition, plenty of excitement and there is no 
doubt that it will prove a most popular book. However, it de- 
serves to be tricked out in a more becoming dress and I hope 

that Mr. McCulloch’s publishers will note the criticism. 
J. B. Ferguson. 


Morton, K. F. Birds of Buttermilk Hail. Illus. by 
B. Broomhead. 128 pp. 8 X 54. e Harrap 6/- 
After this author’s previous book the present volume is 
disappointing. There is little that is new in it and much that has 
been better told by other writers. The little personal anecdotes 
and scraps of country lore and legend occasionally introduced 
will entertain and amuse the young reader. But the final 
impression is of a confused, rather over sentimentalised col- 
lection of information garnered in too haphazard fashion to 
have any permanent place in the child’s mind. om 
“RW. 


NEVILLE, C. J. Salifu the detective. Illus. by , 

William Reeves. 225 pp. 5} X 8. Macmillan 6/- 

Not many books about Africa succeed as well as this one 

does in bringing out the strange mixture of old and new—of 

modern lorry transport through country still deep in the thrall 

of tribal ritual and customs. Although it contains a great 

many rather dramatic episodes it presents an entirely credible 

atmosphere of present day life on the Gold Coast. Salifu is 

of the Konkomba tribe and he conceives an early desire to 

become one of the Gold Coast Police, which ambition is fulfilled 

in the last chapter. The illustrations by William Reeves are 
finely executed. 

J. B. Ferguson. 
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PHuLipson, W. R. Wild flowers. Illus. 96 pp. 

S xX 5S. ; , ‘ ; ; : Black 
WILtET, W. Birds of Britain. Illus. 96 pp. 

8 X 5. : : Black 6/- 
Forp, R. L. E., Bow and nae of British birds. 

Illus. 96 pp. 8 X 5. : : Black 6/- 
Hype, G. E. British butterflies. Illus. 96 pp. 

$x 5S. : i : ; , Black 6/- 


These are the first four volumes in the Young Naturalists’ 
Series. They are similar in format and in appearance and one 
is tempted to remark that their very attractive wrappers are 
their best feature. In each case the text is simple but uninspir- 
ed and in one case the author could with advantage have paid 
more attention to his English. While accepting the authority 
of each of the authors one could wish for a brighter and more 
imaginative handling of their subjects. The illustrations, let 
it be emphasised, are excellent in each of the four volumes. 

H.J.B.W. 


PrigesTLEY, M. The Three Queens. Illus. by P. 

Hepworth. 200 pp. 8 X 5. . : Faber 8/6 

For those children who like the Ruritanian atmosphere 

this will be an entertaining story to while away an idle hour. 

It is neither better nor worse than most of the type though I 

found myself wandering rather confusedly among the charac- 

ters, with a slight feeling of irritation at the author’s curiously 

international choice of names for people and places. There is 

a slightly unusual twist to the story in the end but I do not 

think it will leave any permanent impression on the reader’s 
mind. 


E.R.W. 


Pupney, J. Saturday adventure. Illus. by L. Kenyon. 

165 pp. 7$ X 5. ' ; Bodley Head 7/6 
This is Mr. Pudney’ s first entry into the field of children’s 

books and a most successful entry it is. The story is for boys, 
though any scientifically-minded girl will be equally thrilled 
by it. It is written in the first person and the ‘I’ of the book, 
with his friend Fred, fall accidentally into a secret camp (Z 
Camp) which is spying on a secret weapon factory, Fort X. 
Camp Z knows all the secrets of radar, radio-activity, rocket- 
propulsion and other unpleasant means of waging modern war. 
Fred and ‘I’ become involved because the meet with Michael, 
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a boy with a grasp of aerodynamics and the differential calcu- 
lus whose father, a peace-loving scientist, is a prisoner in Camp 
Z, working for the world’s enemies against his will. All ends 
in the destruction of Camp Z and the saving of Fort X, but not 
before many hair-raising adventures have been undergone and 
the future of civilisation imperilled. This exciting and well 
worked out story of to-day has, in order to be in tune with 
the modern outlook, to centre round lethal machinery; this is 
a good example of what we may expect for our youngsters. It 
is, all things considered, not horrific. Virtue triumphs; learn- 
ing is appreciated and encouraged. Mr. Pudney is to be con- 
gratulated on an excellent, up-to-date tale—perhaps one of 
the best of its kind since H. G. Wells’ stories of scientific 
adventure. 

Lorna Lewis 


Ripce, A. Galloping Fred. Illus. ai A. E. Kennedy. 
204 pp. 8 X 5 ; Faber 8/6 


People say that children “ won’t read ” short stories, but 1 
am sure they will enjoy these if they ever find them. Besides, 
children do, steadily, read short stories in Comics and Annuals, 
so it cannot be the length of the story that makes the difference. 
It is a pity to have mentioned Comics and Annuals in the same 
breath with these which I recommend warmly both for children 
themselves and for readers-aloud. There are fifteen stories in 
the volume, a well planned, well written collection with a wide 
diversity of subject and treatment. There is humour and 
drama and the writing shows a sparkling freshness of mind 
and a pleasantly robust outlook. There is, of course, a good 
deal more in writing a good short story than merely stopping 
short at two thousand words or so. Antonia Ridge knows how 
to turn a tale well and, plainly, has not skimped work on these, 
which are well constructed and juicy as pippins in autumn. 


There is something here for a wide variety of ages. 
Eleanor Graham 


Rosertson, W. Bush Patrol. Illus. by Jack Matthew 
216 pp. 74 X 5 O.U.P. 6/- 
This author’s “ Trant é Makati” dealt with the adven- 
tures of a District Commissioner in Rhodesia. Now that “the 
white man’s burden” is becoming a thing of the past Mr. 
Robertson has turned his attention to Craddock of the South 
African Police. Each chapter treats of a separate adventure— 
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the investigation by Craddock and his faithful native constable 
of a murder or robbery in the Bush. Humorous situations 
arise from time to time, as the trooper learns his job among 
natives sometimes as wily as Bosambo of ‘ Sanders of the River.’ 
It would be interesting if the publishers could give a short 
biographical note in books of this type, as I think boys would 
like to know if the author had actually had experience of the 
type of life he describes; from this and his other books one 
imagines Mr. Robertson knows South Africa well. The line 
drawings by Jack Matthew are clear and strong. 
M.E.E. 
SARGENT, L. Ulla Britt and the birds. Illus. by N. 
Parker. 116 pp. 73 X Sh... ‘ U.L.P. 6/- 

This is a book that would ‘be best read aloud having a 
delicacy of style that miay be lost on the young reader “Jlla- 
Brit is a Swedish girl of ten and the story tells of her un- 
adventurous life in the lovely country of forest and fiord in 
which she dwells, She is a ‘wonderer’ not only interested in 
the facts of natural history, but overwhelmed from time to time 
by the beauty of her world. In her dreams Ulla-Britt learns 
from the birds more about them and about the legends of her 
country. 

P. Whitlock. 
SeyMeR, L. Florence Nightingale. 154 pp. 8 X 5. 
Faber 8/6 

This is a straight and comprehensive biography, very pains- 
takingly prepared and including much little known information 
on the subject. It stresses the fact that Miss Nightingale’s 
nursing service in the Crimean War was only a small part of 
her life’s work. Yet the story is marred by occasional writing 
down and only in quotations from her own letters and writings 
does the reader really feel the force of Florence’s personality. 
The essence of this great Englishwoman’s character was that 
“ feelings should be distilled into actions” and I do not 
think that this biography is sufficiently inspired to pass that 
message on to all young readers. 

Nevertheless there is no other biography for young girls 
which is so complete or treats more than perfunctorily of any- 
thing but the Crimean War period, so that it should certainly 
be available in the libraries and brought: to the notice of girls 
who are taking pre-nursing courses. 

E.R.W. 











PAGE 146 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





Stuctey, E. F. The Secret pony. Illus. by R. 
Kennedy. 214 pp. 8 X 53. ; . Faber 8/6 

This book is not an addition to the existing wide range 
of books about ponies, pony clubs, and horsemanship. It is a 
psychological study of four children, the eldest nearly fourteen. 
The pony, grazing in a field and kept a secret from the grown- 
ups, is a fairly large incidental. 

This seems more a book about children than for children. 
Much of it seems to be above the heads of any but the most 
introspective boy or girl, some of it is morbid, some of it savours 
of old fashioned snobbery and sentimentality. Yet it grips, it 
moves rapidly, it is dramatic, and the children are interesting. 
Kit carries conviction, except when she turns on the thickest 
of Irish brogues, but Edward the hypochondriacal boy and 
Antoinette the prig, hardly belong to this generation. Eurydice, 
the little girl who became dumb through shock, is a delicately 
drawn, haunting child, but is it wise in a book for the enter- 
tainment of children to venture on such a subtle study as a 
little child’s inability to cope with separation from her mother ? 
Miss Trimmer, the governess, is a Fairchild character. Sir 
Claude and his wife who kept their son’s room as he left it six 
years earlier to go for a fatal ride, (even to the slippers kicked 
off and the sweater tossed on the bed) might have gone down 
better in the last century; even then their morbidity should have 
no place in a book for the young; if indeed anywhere. 

But whatever faults one may find with the characters and 
situation, it is most encouraging to find here good writing, and 
a genuine love for the countryside so well conveyed through 
words that the warmth and beauty of Devonshire can be almost 
seen and felt. 

Lorna Lewis 
Tuompson, D. P- A pony to school. Illus. by A. 
Bullen. 253 pp. 74 X 5. : : Collins 7/6 

Another success is scored by this book, to the Pullein- 
Thompson sisters ! This one knows how to tell a story and is 
adept at keeping interest keen while handing out a tremendous 
amount of information. Her theme here is breaking in and 
training, and her subject a skewbald who had, previously, been 
badly handled. At the beginning of the story he is found 
“ cowering at the end of the barn, miserable, frightened, 
pathetic.” At the end, all congratulations over, he is pronounc- 
ed “ poetry to ride.” 
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8/6 The story is told as coming from the pen of two girls 
. already known to this author’s readers, Augusta and Christina, 
and perhaps the licence permissible to one of these middle-aged 
children in recounting their failures and successes, fears and 
hopes, helps to keep out any suggestion of didactic instruction— 
though I did not see that the author gained by the device, and 
the styles of the two girls are indistinguishable to me. She is 
in fact so good a storyteller in her own right that the whole 
story would have come through just as well in a straight third 
person narrative. 
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ckest THompson, J. P- Pony club team. Illus. by S. Rose. 
and f 253 pp. 7} X 5. ‘ ‘ . ; Collins 8/6 
dice, Major Holbrooke, being dissatisfied with the performance 
ately and turn-out of the West Barsetshire Pony Club, decides tc 
nter- hold a ten days’ dressage school for some of its members. The 
as a five Radcliffes and a few other boys and girls ride over and 
her ? take the course, and subsequently emerge with flying colours. 
Sir There is no story here, but merely a group of children and 
it six ponies. The children talk about ponies, handle ponies and 
icked listen to the words of wisdom from the Major and the Colonel. 
lown Pony Club fans will no doubt appreciate it. 
have Lorna Lewis 


Trine, S. The cave by the sea. Illus. by T. H. Free- 

sand man. 262 pp.7$X5. . . . OUP. 6/- 
» and This is a holiday story, springing from a pleasant family 
ough setting—a scene, alas, no sooner set than dispensed with— 
Imost and shifting then to the West Country where the plot turns 
— on familiar lines as the children, successfully divorced from 
seWis ° . 

their parents, wander off to explore the country, find an inter- 
esting almost-island, and become involved in the operations of a 
gang of smugglers. There is more to it than that summary 
might lead you to suppose. There are some good moments 
on the farm, pleasant interludes with a bird watcher and, of 
course, hair-raising moments in conflict with Desperate Men. 
It seemed to me such a pity that, being so good, it was not 


Eleanor Graham 


7/6 
ilein- 
und is 
ndous 
1 and 


, been better. It wants pulling together—and that, mainly by stronger 


found 
tened, 
lounc- 


characterisation and purposeful editing of a lot of wasteful talk 
which is too often merely boys’ backchat. It is likely to be argued 
that children will enjoy it uncritically, so why should the author 
_ bother ? But what a pity not to, when he has plainly such 
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talent. Much can be done by conversation to reinforce setting 
and build up character, but verbatim reportage does neither 
and is extraordinarily tiresome when introduced at any length. 
As to characterisation: I felt his ages were all too high by a 
couple of years, and that the characters were never more than 
outline figures, lacking the substance necessary for initiative 
and a life of their own. The relationships between brothers 
and sister, too, were singularly stereotyped and unconvincing. 

The illustrations are unusually appealing, and help to 
fill out both scene and incident very well. The price, for such 
a book, is astounding to-day _It will be liked best by boys and 
girls of 10-13. ‘ 


Eleanor Graham 


WHueEE er, O. Frederick Chopin; later years. Illus. 

by C. Price. 155 pp. 94 X 7}... ‘ Faber 10/6 
Deucuer, §. Edvard Grieg. Illus. by M. Green- 

walt. 165 pp. 94 X 7}. ‘ . Faber 10/6 

The ‘Early Years’ of Chopin has already been warmly 
welcomed in these columns, and there is no falling off in the 
attractiveness and readability of the ‘ Later Years.’ The same 
sprightliness of characterisation and the same imaginative, yet 
sensible and fitting reconstruction of incident colour these pages 
and make the volume a worthy companion. The London and 
Scottish visits will help to bring the story even closer to British 
children. 

Edvard Grieg represents the first excursion to Scandinavia 
made in this excellent series, and the ink-wash_ illustrations 
somehow contrive to echo the change of scene. As always, the 
musical illustrations are well chosen and mostly simple enough 
for bright youngsters or parents to play themselves. For once 
the publisher’s claim is fully justified: ‘they make the piano 
stool positively photogenic.’ 

J. H. Davies. 
Wuite R. Sail Away. Illus. by D. Morse. 243 pp. 
8 X 5. ; . Bodley Head 8/6 

It can certainly be said that there is not a dull moment 
throughout this remarkable work but, for all that, it is not 
a book I should care to recommend. Many boys will read it 
thirstily if it comes their way without recommendation—that 
is true too. It is a story to curdle the blood and make the 
flesh creep, and it opens with a white-faced mother and her 
young son and daughter waiting in a Hospital room for the 
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verdict on all-but-murdered Daddy. It continues with almost 
every possible associated thrill, from the two children being 
caught in the battered and blood splashed cabin of their father’s 
boat by the would-be murderer himself—but luckily they, plus 
a strange boy aged 13, plus a large bull terrier, keep so quiet 
that they are overlooked and are able to hear the terrifying con- 
versation of the thug and his mate—down to the last page 
but one when the criminal is handed over to the United States 
Authorities after being captured within a split second of blow- 
ing the boy’s brains out with one hand and/or choking him with 
the other. After that, in the final lines, Daddy swathed in 
bandages tells them there is a big reward for catching the men. 
and they’ll get it all ! An original touch is the sword swallow- 
ing trick of the strange boy who manages by it to keep a knife 
handy, unsuspected by the crooks. 

There is nothing here but a boys’ and girls’ introduction 
to thuggery: no pretence of good writing, nor of setting; poor 
characterisation and not even much satisfactory “‘ messing about 
with boats” to sweeten the atmosphere, for none of the child- 
ren have the least idea how to handle the boat. Only after 
having, literally, defied death from half a dozen different red- 
hot sources do they succeed in making her move—having then 
found a manual aboard, SAILING IS SIMPLE—and any- 
way it hardly mattered then as the U.S. Coastguard vessel was 
already on her way towards them. 

Eleanor Graham 


Witkins, V. The city of vm fire. 281 pp. 
8 X 5}. ‘ ‘ Cape 9/6 


I am Seaman in this on although there are points 
about it that appeal to me strongly. The style is good, the 
characters stand out clear and individual with Captain Dark- 
ness emerging as one of the great pirates of fiction, The theme 
is in accordance with tradition—treasure hidden on an island—- 
but the approach through a descendant of early Welsh ex- 
plorers is extremely far-fetched. But my real quarrel with the 
author is that after I had skipped through a rather dull pas- 
sage describing the country of Quivera, the action lost its fire 
and when fireworks were used to deceive a number of seamen 
into thinking that the steamship (admittedly one of the 
first to be seen) was blowing up I began to wonder whether 
the author was writing with his tongue in his cheek. Perhaps 








PAGE 150 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





young readers will take this in their stride but I admit that I 

like my blood and thunder to be real blood and real thunder. 

Incidentally there is plenty of the real thing in the book. 
H.J.B.W. 


Wiis, L. N. & M. Collecting Postage Stamps. 
Illus. 144 pp. 74 X 5. é . Oxford 6/- 


Previous publications in this series of Compass Books have 
set a high standard for their successors, and to say that this 
one is well up to that standard is therefore to recommend it 
most strongly. 

Like the others, this book is a marvel of compression, find- 
ing space within its 140 pages not only to review the main 
features of this very scientific hobby, but to include also a glos- 
sary of philatelic terms, invaluable for the beginner, and a list 
of clubs and their secretaries. It even has a small bibliography 
of the literature of stamp collecting. 

The authors are to be congratulated on their skill in 
selecting out of a vast subject whatever is likely to be most 
helpful, informative and interesting, and within the space 
allowed one can hardly imagine a more valuable and effective 
guide and encouragement to this hobby. Finally, the whole 
book is extremely well produced and illustrated, and is very 
much a bargain at its reasonable price. 

S. Revil! 


FOR THE INTERMEDIATE LIBRARY 


Boy.tston, H. D. Sue Barton; Neighbourhood Nurse. 
208 pp. 74 X SZ... : ‘ Bodley Head 7/6 


The title of this book is a little misleading since, though 
Sue deputises for the neighbourhood nurse, her chief concern is 
her work as a wife and the mother of three lively young child- 
ren. Re-visiting her old training ground, she wonders whether 
it is wasteful to give up the career for which she has trained 
in order to devote herself to her family. 

Her effort to reconcile a maladjusted mother and daughter 
helps her to a satisfactory solution of this problem and though 
the case of Cal and her artist mother is unusual in its detail, 
it is not, in its essence and implications, either unusual or im- 
probable. The exploits of Sue’s children make lively and 
amusing reading and the book will be as deservedly popular as 
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its predecessors. It is time that the importance of marriage 
and motherhood as a career should receive some recognition in 
books for girls. 


E.R.W. 


Braun, H. The Story of English architecture. Illus. 
200 pp. 9 X 54. P F . Faber 12/6 


After reading the first one or two chapters of this book 
it became evident to me that its appeal, so far as younger read- 
ers are concerned, will be to those in their middle and later 
teens, and even then only to those whose interest in the sub- 
ject is already strong and who will therefore be prepared to 
concentrate, For though the publishers claim that the text is 
simple and easy to follow it is very full of meat. The many 
excellent photographs that illustrate the book are of much 
interest but a profusion of sketches closely related to the text 
would have been of much more practical use. Architecture 
is a subject on which a simple book is greatly needed and the 
present volume could follow this for the benefit of the more 
experienced reader. 

H.J.B.W. 


CampPBELL, C. & Evans, I. O. The book of flags. 
Illus. 115 pp. 53 X 83. ; , Oxford 15/- 


As Vice-Admiral Campbell points out in the preface, the 
world shaking events of the 2nd World War and its aftermath 
have made a new work on flags most necessary. How hard 
the path of the chronicler can be is made plain in the three-page 
appendix which records changes which have taken place since 
the book was sent to the printer. The work which is excellently 
produced, deals with the heraldic background to flags before 
going on to a survey of national and regional emblems. Ships’ 
funnels and house flags are included. Official and civic flags 
find a place—Trinity House, the Cinque Ports, the B.B.C. and 
the L.C.C. and many others are listed. An interesting chapter 
deals with the Peace Flags of the United Nations, the Olympic 
Games, the Red Cross and many others. The plates are well 
coloured and will appeal—as, indeed, will the whole book—to 
boys generally. The flag-lore is interesting and well-imparted. 
The facts are indexed, giving the volume its uses in the refer- 
ence library. Altogether a most fascinating book. | 

J. B. Ferguson. 
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Davey, C. J. The Yellow robe. 96 pp. 74 X 5. 
S.C.M. 5/- 


This book is an account of the life and missionary work 
in India and Tibet of Sundar Singh, who, born the son of a 
prosperous Sikh landowner, became a Sadhu or holy man, but 
for the Christian and not the Sikh religion. After a short 
enough lifetime of great hardship and danger, Sundar Singh 
disappeared in 1929 in what proved to be the last of his ventures 
amongst the fanatical Tibetans, leaving a name famous through- 
out India, and well known to the West, for courage and un- 
questioned saintliness. 

This short account of his work is well written and gives 
a graphic picture of the difficulties confronting the Indian 
Christians and of the self-sacrifice with which those difficulties 


are met and overcome. It is heartily to be recommended. 
S. Revill 


HAsKELL, A. Going to the ballet. Illus. 124 pp. 
74 X 5. ‘ : ; : Phoenix House 7/6 


This is a splendid introduction to ballet, its origin, its 


meaning, the points to look for, the function of all concerned 
with the ultimate triumphant whole. Arnold Haskell needs 
no introduction; his book instructs, explains and inspires. All 
young balletomanes, and indeed all adolescents as well as juniors 
who have artistic tastes, will thoroughly enjoy this simple hand- 
book, with its forty-three photographic illustrations of famous 
dancers and scenes from ballet. 


Lorna Lewis 


Morritr, V. M. Pollyanna of Magic Valley. 
223 pp. 74 X 5 : ; Harrap 7/6 


Pollyanna is now middle-aged, with two children married, 
and the youngest on the brink of an engagement at the end of 
this book. Although she has passed through many hands—the 
present author is the sixth to write of her adventures in this 
series—Pollyanna retains her charm and her essential quality 
of looking for the best in every situation and acquaintance. The 
“Glad Game,” that way of finding the silver lining to life, 
which Pollyanna learnt in the first book, has now mellowed 
to a maternal wisdom which steadies and encourages all her 
young people, and brings happiness to an embittered old gentle- 
man and a new outlook to a ne’er-do-well boy. The back- 
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ground is the colourful Rio Grande Valley of Texas, and there 
is a mystery and a haunted house. Girls of 13 and upwards 
who liked “ Little Women” and “ Anne of Green Gables” 
will like many of the “ Pollyanna” books, and older women 
who get tired of the modern novel may well like to turn to 
these cheerful stories with their daughters. on 


Oxford Junior Encyclopedia. Vol. 9. Recreations. 
496 pp. 10 X 7}... ; Oxford 30/- 
The host of Secondary School children who by now must 
have come to regard this Encyclopedia as an essential part of 
their school libraries will probably welcome this volume with 
a sigh of relief because it will appear to them to concern things 
that are more to their taste than the volumes that have gone 
before and that are to follow All the sports we know and 
that our ancestors knew are represented, from bear-baiting to 
dirt-track riding. The pastimes include not only indoor games 
but such fascinating subjects as the Theatre, Concerts, Dancing 
and various Clubs and Societies. The illustrations are numer- 
ous and excellent. 
H.J.B.W. 


Tatsot, H. Franklin Roosevelt. 112 pp. 74 X 5. 
$.C.M. 5/- 

The Torch Biographies, of which this is the latest volume, 
have certainly been devoted to important figures in a variety 
of fields of human endeavour and are to be recommended on 
that account, but one could look for something more interesting 
in format, more enticing in treatment than most of the series 
show. President Roosevelt was a great man, born in great 
times. He overcame a tremendous physical handicap which 
alone will ensure him a place i in the affections and sympathies 
of millions. 

Mr. Talbot hardly succeeds in laying sufficient emphasis 
on the things that matter. The book shows very evident signs 
of being put together rapidly and with insufficient artistry and 
though at times the reader is stimulated and excited the story 
as a whole moves scrappily. The author should have been more 
selective and might well have built up a few points and left 
others out. The book is to be recommended only because there 
is little material for young people about Roosevelt. 

H.J.B.W. 
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Taytor, J. Spoils from the Sea. Illus. 240 pp. 

- 2 ar . oe , Harrap 
Diver J. E. Johnstone is a famous name on the other side 
of the world. His reminiscences have been compiled by Mr. H. 
Taylor since his dangerous and difficult work is to him all in 
the day’s work, and not a matter for much talk. There is 
however, a natural fascination.in the record of spectacular 
recoveries of sunken treasure, and on occasion, of the saving 
of great ships threatened with total loss. Such classics in their 
kind as the winning of £2,000,000 from the wreck of the 
“* Niagara,” sunk in 1940 by a mine in over 400 feet of water, 
are perhaps too little known over here. 

The account is comparatively unvarnished, Mr. Taylor 
being for the most part content to let the daring and skill of 
this great diver speak for him. 

The book is well illustrated, and should make a wide 
appeal to men and boys alike. 


S. Revill 


Wa ker, D. Geordie. 192 pp. 7} X 5. Collins 7/6 


This is a simple and very charming tale of a Scottish boy 
who becomes more or less accidentally an Olympic Games 
champion in Shot Putting. It is charming because it is so re- 
freshingly unpretentious and so openly unafraid of dealing in 
a little sentiment. It is a story with no villain, and yet its 
characters are never mawkishly too good to be true. High- 
lander Geordie himself is a delightful figure, inarticulate, 
stubborn and ingenious, wearing his honours at the end a trifle 
ruefully since winning them had so involved him in difficulties 
with the girl he had left behind him in Drumfechan. ‘The 
Reverend MacNab, who sets off Geordie’s ponderous but 
irresistible ambitions towards shot putting; Henry Samson, who 
claims Geordie’s gigantic frame as a triumph for his postal 
course in body-building; the bird-watching Laird—a lovable 
man, this; and indeed all the rest show a sureness of touch even 
when most lightly sketched in. 

The whole book glows with the author’s enthusiasm for 
his country and its people; and when he laughs slyly at them, it 
is with great affection. It is a tale with that kind of warm 
universal friendliness which should make it a pleasure to every 
age of reader. 

S. Revill 
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Watson, J. Satan Island. 320 pp. 74 X 5. Faber 8/6 


Young people of 15 and over with a taste for thrillers 
may like this book. It is not for younger children, unless they 
have strong nerves and an advanced taste in reading. The 
story of a dangerous criminal being hunted down by one who 
had suffered at his hands and whose mind has been embittered 
by years of war strain does not make pleasant reading. Lighter 
touches are provided by the three young people, Dick, Jim and 
Peg, whose courage and loyalty (particularly in the case of 
Peg), stand out strongly against the dark background. 

The style is adult, the conversation at times rather soph- 
isticated; the only illustration is a map of the island. The 
jacket design is bright but unattractive, in a modern style of 
drawing. 

M. E. Ellis. 
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NEW FABER BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 


The Secret Pony 

8/6 illustrated E. F. STUCLEY 
The Big House 

9/6 a fairy story by NAOMI MITCHISON 
The Three Queens 

8/6 illustrated MARGARET PRIESTLEY 


Florence Nightingale 
8/6 illustrated LUCY RIDGELY SEYMER 


The Great Musicians Series 


Edvard Grieg: Boy of the Northland 
10/6 illustrated SYBIL DEUCHER 


Frederic Chopin, Son of Poland: Later Years 
9/6 illustrated OPAL WHEELER 
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EDMUND WARD | __ Sain seistxizete 


big demand 


16 NEW STREET - LEICESTER 


: " THE RAILWAY SERIES 
REPRINTS NOW AVAILABLE by THE REV. W. AWDRY 


Sir Gawain and the - The Three Railway Engines 


. Thomas the Tank Engine 
Green Knight . James the Red Engine 
& M. R. RIDLEY . Tank Engine Thomas Again 
A revised edition of the modern English Each 445% in., full cloth, 64 pages, 30 


rose version of this jewel of our early ll- Plates tn four colours le set 
iterature. The Librarian: ‘Our Librarian ORS Se — 


readers will welcome this effort to make 

the great Arthurian poem understandable “TRUTH IN A TALE” SERIES 

by their readers.”’ The Ele 

Crown 8vo, full cloth, 96 pages 6/- net 7 ments 

. Small Creatures 

. The Stony Stream 

The Sleeping Beauty . Birds in Our Garden 
and other Tales . Birds of the River 


Third impression, on a fine quality . Butterflies on the Wing 
aper, of this elegant and beautifully Nos. 7 and 8, Wild Flowers and 
illustrated gift book. Moths on the Wing, will be available 
Crown 4to, full cloth, 96 pages, 10 five- before Christmas 
colour Plates and 56 fine-pencil drawings Each 54x 4 in., full cloth, 64 pages, 10 
10/6 net colour-plates with 7 line drawings 3/6 net 
































Picture Come True 
By PRISCILLA M. WARNER 


Another delightful and unusual story by the author of 
Biddy Christmas. Eleven-year-old Bridget Maitland lives 
in a midland town where her parents keep a bookshop. 
She is to be an artist, and has already an artist’s aware- 
ness of beauty. Her world is suddenly threatened by the 
failure of the business and her father’s health, but a 
welcome solution to these troubles seems to be offered in 
the acquisition of a house in the country. But fate inter- 
venes, wrecking all these plans and to Bridget, the future 
seems hopeless. Many hardships and adventures follow, 
until the unexpected happens, which brings about an 
entirely credible, but no less moving and exciting 
solution. 


La. Crown 8vo Illustrated 7s. 6d. net 


Basil Blackwell - Oxford 
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A new Torch Biography 


Franklin Roosevelt by HUGH TALBOT 


Here is a new vivid story for young and old of the great 
American who inspired the world in its battle for freedom. 


5s net 

For the very young 
Far Round the World by MARY ENTWISTLE 
illustrated in colour by Helen Jacobs 
‘Parents in search of a book for younger children cannot 
go wrong if they choose Far Round the World. In quality 
and production it is excellent value.’—Baptisit Times. 
2nd edition. 5s net 


My Own Picture Prayer Book 
edited by NAN DEARMER 
illustrated in colour by Nora S. Unwin 
My Own Picture Hymn Book 
illustrated in colour by A. H. Hall 
These two companion books make bright and lovely pres- 
ents of permanent value. 3s 6d net each 
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WOODFIELD AND STANLEY 


WE WISH TO SELL YOU THE BEST BOOKS 
and in our effort to do this we carry a 
stock which we have reason to believe 
is the best in this country so far as 
quality is concerned. Discriminating 
buyers of children’s books turn to us 
knowing that the worth-while books they 
are seeking are on our shelves. And 
what of the others, the not quite so 
good books? We assure you that they 
are all examined by our staff with critical 
judgment. If they pass the test, all 
well and good. They take their place 
on our shelves and in our regular stock 
lists. 


KIRKBURTON - HUDDERSFIELD 
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